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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) The cooking appliance according to claim 1 claim 2 L wherein 
the at least one control clement includes a plurality of consecutive numeric digits, each of 
said numeric digits being associated with a respective power level. 

3. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 2, wherein the consecutive 
numeric digits include both even and odd numbers. 

4. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 3, wherein the even numbers are 
associated with the first setting scheme such that selection of an even numbered power 
level raises a temperature of the at least one heating element to a level corresponding to 
the selected even number. 

5. (previously presented) A cooking appliance comprising: 

a cooktop; 

at least one heating element arranged on the cooktop, said heating element being 
selectively operable at multiple power levels; 

at least one control element for establishing a desired power level for the at least 
one heating element, wherein the at least one control element includes a plurality of 
consecutive numeric digits, each of said numeric digits being associated with a respective 
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power level and wherein the consecutive numeric digits include both even and odd 
numbers; and 

a controller linked to the at least one heating element and the at least one control 
clement, said at least one control clement being adapted to establish first and second 
setting schemes for the at least one heating element wherein, upon selection of the first 
setting scheme, the controller activates the at least one heating element at a selected 
power level and, upon selection of the second setting scheme, the controller activates the 
at least one heating element at an initial power level for a predetermined time period and 
then automatically reduces the initial power level to the selected power level upon 
termination of the predetermined time period, wherein one of the even and odd numbers 
is associated with the first setting scheme and another of the even and odd numbers is 
associated with the second setting scheme such that selection of the another of the even 
and odd numbers raises the temperature of the at least one heating element to the initial 
power level for the predetermined period after which the temperature of the at least one 
heating element automatically lowers to the selected power level. 

6. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 5, wherein the initial power level 
of the second setting scheme is selected through the at least one control element. 

7. (previously presented) The cooking appliance according to claim 5, wherein the initial 
power level is automatically established through selection of the selected power level. 

8. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 2, further comprising: a central 
graphic display unit arranged on the control panel, said central display including at least 
one visual indicator being associated with at least the one control clement. 

9. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 8, wherein the visual indicator is 
an LED. 
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10. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 8, wherein the control display 
presents characters in an alpha-format. 

1 1. (canceled) 

12. (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) The cooking applianc e according to claim 12, 

A cooking appliance comprising: 
a cooktop: 

at least one heatin g element arranged on the cooktop. said heating element being 
selectively operable at multiple power levels: 

at least one control element for establishing a desired power level for the at least 
one heating element: and 

means for establishing first and second setting schemes for the at least one heating 
element wherein, upon selection of the first setting scheme, the at least one heating 
element is operated at a selected power level and, upon selection of the second setting 
scheme, the at least one heating element is operated at an initial power level for a 
predetermined time period and then is automatically reduced from the initial power level 
to a lower power level upon termination of the predetermined time period, wherein said 
establishing means operates under one of the first and second setting schemes based on a 
select one of even and odd number power level settings on the at least one control 
elemenL wherein the odd number power level settings are associated with the second 
setting scheme such that selection of an odd numbered power level raises the temperature 
of the at least one heating element to the initial power level for the predetermined period 
after which the temperature of the at least one heating element automatically lowers to 
the power level corresponding to the selected odd numbered power level. 
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14. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 13, wherein the initial power 
level of the second setting scheme is selected through the at least one control element. 

15. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 13* wherein the initial power 
level is automatically established through selection of the odd number power level. 

1 6. (currently amended) The cooking appliance according to claim 11 claim 13 . wherein 
the lower power level is the desired power level. 

17. (currently amended) A method of controlling operation of a cooking appliance 
including a cooktop having at least one heating zone and a controller regulating an 
operating temperature of the at least one heating zone in accordance with first and second 
setting schemes comprising: 

selecting between first and second setting schemes for the at least one heating • 

zone; 

positioning a control element, connected to the controller, to select a desired 
power level corresponding to a selected one of the first and second setting schemes; and 

regulating the at least one heating zone to perform a cooking operation in 
accordance with the selected one of the first and second setting schemes wherein, when 
the second setting scheme is selected, the at least one heating zone is operated at an initial 
power level for a predetermined time perio d, without a user having to set the initial power 
level, and thereafter automatically lowered to the desired power level. 

18. (original) The method of claim 17 wherein, when the first setting scheme is selected, 
the at least one heating zone is operated at a power level corresponding to the selected 
power level. 



Page 5 of 9 



PAGE 5/9 * RCVD AT 4/8/2005 1:49:44 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID: ■ DURATION (mm-ss):02-36 



04/08/2005 FRI 13:45 FAX 



12)006/009 



Application Serial No. 10/624,466 

Reply to Office Action dated September 3, 2004 



EXPEDITED HANDLING PROCEDURE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 



19. (original) The method according to claim 17, wherein the step of positioning the 
control element to select a desired power level comprises: 

selecting a first power level for tbe at least one heating zone, said first power level 
being associated with the second operational setting scheme; 

selecting a second power level, said second power level being greater than the 
' first power level; and 

returning the control element to the first power level, wherein the at least one 
heating zone is operated at the second power level for a first period of time, at the 
termination of which the at least one heating zone is operated at the first power level. 

20. (original) The method of claim 17, further comprising: providing an indication on a 
display that the heating zone is operating at the initial power level when the cooking 
appliance is functioning under the second setting scheme. 

21. (previously presented) A cooking appliance comprising: 



at least one hearing element arranged on the cooktop, said heating element being 
selectively operable at multiple power levels; 

at least one control element for establishing a desired power level for the at least 
one heating element; and 

a controller linked to the at least one heating element and the at least one control 
element, said at least one control element being adapted to establish first and second 
setting schemes for the at least one heating element wherein, upon selection of the first 
setting scheme, the controller activates the at least one heating element at a selected 
power level and, upon selection of the second setting scheme, the controller activates the 
at least one heating element at an initial power level for a predetermined time period, 
without a user having to set the initial power level, and then automatically reduces the 
initial power level to the selected power level upon termination of the predetermined time 
period. 



a cooktop; 
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